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The research opens up avenues for deeper cultural studies, allowing scholars to investigate how detective 
narratives interact with broader cultural discourses, shaping and reflecting societal norms and values. The 
findings contribute to the understanding of how the detective story genre has evolved alongside changes in 
literary techniques, narrative structures, and themes. This perspective highlights the genre's contributions to 
the evolution of literature. The research offers fresh insights into gender and identity dynamics by tracing the 
evolution of female detective characters and their influence on the perception of women's roles in literature 
and society. The findings can serve as a foundation for ethical discourse, prompting discussions about the 
moral dilemmas presented in detective narratives and their implications for real-world ethical considerations. 
The cross-cultural universality revealed in the research invites perspectives that investigate the global 
connections and dialogues fostered by the detective story genre, transcending linguistic and cultural barriers.
Viewing detective stories as cultural artifacts allows for a perspective that treats these narratives as essential 
components of cultural heritage, preserving narratives that reflect the cultural memory of societies throughout 
history. The results and perspectives that emerge from research on the detective story genre as a cultural-
historical perspective underscore its multi-faceted impact on literature, culture, and human understanding. 
This research enriches diverse fields of study, offering insights into history, cultural dynamics, literature's 
evolution, ethical considerations, and much more. The detective story genre emerges as a timeless and 
dynamic prism through which we can explore the complexities of human experience across time and space.
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Introduction. The development of the literary 
genre of a detective story holds a significant place 
within the realm of cultural and historical perspectives. 
This genre, characterized by its enigmatic plots, 
intricate puzzles, and relentless pursuit of truth, has 
captured the imagination of readers for centuries. 
In this research, we delve into the evolution of the 
detective story, tracing its origins, milestones, and 
transformational moments that reflect the shifting 
cultural and historical landscapes.

The detective story emerges as a reflection of 
societal concerns and anxieties. The inception of 
this genre can be linked to the 19th century, a period 
marked by rapid industrialization, urbanization, 
and the expansion of scientific thought. As society 
grappled with newfound complexities, the detective 
story found its footing as a vehicle to explore 
these changes. Through the analytical prowess of 
detectives and their systematic approach to solving 
mysteries, authors illuminated the tensions and 
moral dilemmas of their times.

The problem setting. The research holds 
immense relevance in contemporary literary studies. 
By tracing the evolution of this genre, scholars gain 
a deeper understanding of how literature not only 
reflects but also shapes cultural norms, societal 
concerns, and historical contexts. This investigation 

allows us to unravel the intricate interplay between 
fiction and reality, shedding light on the ways in 
which detective stories both mirror and influence 
the world around them.

The detective figure, with their sharp intellect 
and unyielding determination, often stands as 
an emblem of rationality prevailing over chaos. 
Notable literary characters like Arthur Conan 
Doyle's Sherlock Holmes and Agatha Christie's 
Hercule Poirot have become archetypes, embodying 
the ideals of deductive reasoning and the pursuit 
of justice. These characters not only entertained 
audiences but also offered a lens through which 
readers could engage with the broader social issues 
of their respective eras (Cawelti, 1920; Koliasa, 
2019b; Sartika, 2022).

As the detective story gained popularity, 
it adapted to cultural shifts, embracing new 
narrative techniques and themes. The "Golden 
Age" of detective fiction, spanning the early 20th 
century, saw the rise of "whodunit" mysteries that 
challenged readers to decipher intricate puzzles 
alongside the protagonists. This period coincided 
with the aftermath of World War I and the interwar 
years, where disillusionment and uncertainty 
found expression through narratives of intrigue 
and deception (Babelyuk, 2019; Koliasa, 2019a).
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The genre's evolution is inseparable from its 
historical context, with detective stories mirroring 
the changing dynamics of gender roles, race 
relations, and technological advancements. From 
the noir fiction of the mid-20th century, exploring 
themes of moral ambiguity and existentialism, 
to the contemporary embrace of diverse voices 
in detective literature, every era brought fresh 
perspectives to the genre. This research journey 
embarks on a quest to unravel not only the 
mysteries presented within the stories but also the 
intricacies of the detective story's own cultural 
and historical enigma (Ramos, 2021).

The object of this research is to explore how 
the detective story genre has evolved over time, 
analyzing its transformation in response to changing 
cultural and historical landscapes. By examining the 
development of key literary works and characters, 
this study seeks to uncover the underlying 
motivations and intentions behind the creation of 
these narratives. Additionally, the research aims to 
dissect the themes, motifs, and narrative techniques 
that have persisted throughout the genre's history, 
showcasing their relevance to various eras.

The subject of the research is the detective 
story genre itself, spanning from its origins in the 
19th century to its contemporary iterations. This 
encompasses a diverse range of literary works, 
from classic novels to modern adaptations across 
different mediums. By closely scrutinizing these 
texts, the research delves into the genre's role 
in reflecting societal values, addressing moral 
dilemmas, and providing a lens through which 
readers can engage with cultural complexities.

The key tasks of the research involve identifying 
crucial moments and works within the detective 
story genre, analyzing their cultural and historical 
contexts, and discerning the ways in which these 
narratives have shaped popular perceptions of 
crime, justice, and investigation. Furthermore, the 
research seeks to uncover how the genre's evolution 
has influenced literary techniques, narrative 
structures, and character archetypes. By examining 
the symbiotic relationship between the detective 
story and the cultures it emerged from, this study 
endeavors to paint a comprehensive picture of the 
genre's significance as a cultural artifact and a mirror 
to the times in which it was created.

In essence, this research contributes to a nuanced 
comprehension of the detective story's role as a 
vessel of cultural memory and societal reflection. 
By excavating the layers of these narratives, we 
can glean insights into the mindset of different 
generations, the evolution of storytelling techniques, 
and the enduring appeal of mysteries that transcend 
time and place.

The analysis of the investigation and published 
works. Recent literary research has witnessed a 
surge of interest in exploring the detective story genre 
from fresh angles, unearthing hidden facets that 
shed light on its cultural and historical significance. 
Researchers have delved into the genre's connections 
with psychology, exploring how detective characters 
like Sherlock Holmes and Poirot serve as archetypes 
of the analytical mind and have influenced real-
world perceptions of intelligence and investigation. 
These studies bridge the gap between fiction and 
reality, offering new avenues for understanding the 
genre's impact beyond the pages of books.

In addition, contemporary scholars have begun to 
examine the genre's relationship with gender dynamics 
and identity. Investigations into the portrayal of 
female detectives and the evolution of their roles in 
detective stories highlight shifts in societal attitudes 
towards gender and power. These analyses contribute 
to ongoing discussions surrounding feminism, 
representation, and the role of women in crime-
solving narratives (Eisenstein, 2017).

Furthermore, researchers have turned their 
attention to the detective story's adaptability across 
cultures and languages. Comparative studies 
explore how different societies incorporate their 
unique cultural elements into the genre, enriching 
its narrative tapestry. By analyzing cross-cultural 
adaptations and reinterpretations, scholars uncover 
the global resonance of the detective story and its role 
in fostering cross-cultural dialogues (Reine, 2010).

However, despite the remarkable progress in 
recent research, certain gaps still exist in the literary 
exploration of the detective story genre. One such 
gap lies in the examination of the genre's influence 
on the legal and criminal justice systems. While 
detective stories often focus on the pursuit of justice, 
there remains an unexplored realm of how these 
narratives may have impacted public perceptions of 
law enforcement and the judicial process.

Moreover, the intersection between technology 
and the detective story genre remains underexplored. 
As technological advancements continue to shape 
our world, there is an opportunity to investigate 
how modern detective narratives incorporate 
digital tools, surveillance, and cybercrime into 
their plots. This exploration could shed light on 
how the genre mirrors our evolving relationship 
with technology and its implications on crime and 
investigation (LaGarde&Hudgins, 2021).

Additionally, there is potential for research that 
investigates the global reception and adaptation 
of the detective story in non-Western contexts. 
Understanding how different cultures reinterpret 
and localize the genre can reveal insights into the 
universality of human curiosity, as well as the ways 



182

Науковий журнал Львівського державного університету безпеки життєдіяльності «Львівський філологічний часопис». № 13, 2023
Scientific journal of the Lviv State University of Life Safety “Philological Periodical of Lviv”. № 13, 2023

in which diverse societies grapple with themes of 
mystery and justice.

Furthermore, the reader's role in shaping the 
detective story's interpretation has received limited 
attention. Examining how reader expectations and 
responses have evolved over time can provide 
insights into evolving literary tastes and the role of 
audience engagement in genre evolution.

Exploring the genre's impact on other artistic 
mediums, such as film, television, and interactive 
media, is another avenue ripe for investigation. 
This cross-media analysis can illuminate how the 
detective story's themes and conventions resonate 
across different forms of storytelling and visual 
expression.

Finally, while there have been studies on 
individual authors and their contributions to the 
detective story genre, there is an opportunity 
for more comprehensive analyses that consider 
collaborative efforts and interactions among authors. 
This could provide a deeper understanding of how 
literary communities and networks influenced the 
genre's development.

Recent publications and researchers have made 
remarkable strides in advancing our understanding 
of the detective story genre's cultural and historical 
significance. However, opportunities for further 
exploration and discovery remain, particularly 
in the intersections with psychology, gender 
dynamics, cross-cultural adaptations, technology, 
legal systems, reader response, cross-media 
influences, and collaborative authorship. These 
uncharted territories promise to enrich the field of 
literary research and provide new insights into the 
enduring allure of the detective story.

The presentation of the main material. 
Psychological Profiling: Researchers are now 
examining how the genre's detective characters 
contribute to the popularization of psychological 
profiling. Through meticulous analysis and 
deductive reasoning, characters like Sherlock 
Holmes introduced readers to the concept of 
understanding individuals based on their behavior, 
a concept that has found real-world applications 
in criminal investigation.

Metaphors of the Mind: The detective story 
genre often employs intricate puzzles and riddles, 
serving as metaphors for the human mind's 
complexity. These narratives have become a lens 
through which readers explore the inner workings 
of human cognition, memory, and perception.

Gender and Identity: The genre's evolution in 
terms of gender representation highlights societal 
shifts. While early detective stories often presented 
male detectives as the sole protagonists, modern 
narratives feature diverse gender identities, 

revealing changing perspectives on crime-solving 
and empowerment.

Cultural Translation: Researchers are now 
investigating how detective stories are translated 
and adapted across cultures. These studies reveal 
how different societies reinterpret themes of 
justice, morality, and investigation, showcasing 
the genre's role in bridging cultural divides.

Technology's Impact: Contemporary detective 
stories are addressing the implications of technology 
on crime. Research in this area examines how 
fictional detectives grapple with cybercrime, digital 
forensics, and surveillance, reflecting our evolving 
relationship with technology.

Narrative Structures: A closer look at narrative 
structures reveals how detective stories experiment 
with non-linear timelines, unreliable narrators, and 
multiple perspectives. These narrative techniques 
not only engage readers but also offer opportunities 
to explore the intricacies of memory and perception.

Justice and the Legal System: While detective 
stories often portray the triumph of justice, little 
research has delved into their impact on public 
perceptions of the legal system. Investigating 
this link can provide insights into how fiction 
influences notions of fairness and accountability.

Cultural Memory: The detective story genre 
serves as a repository of cultural memory, preserving 
societal concerns and values within its narratives. 
Researchers can analyze how these narratives endure 
across generations, preserving echoes of bygone eras.

Non-Western Adaptations: The exploration of 
detective story adaptations in non-Western contexts 
offers a window into how different cultures grapple 
with themes of mystery, deception, and justice. 
These adaptations reveal shared human curiosities 
and distinct cultural perspectives.

Reader Expectations: Examining how reader 
expectations have evolved over time can offer 
insights into evolving literary tastes and the 
evolving role of audience engagement in genre 
evolution.

Visual Storytelling: The genre's migration to 
visual mediums like film and television raises 
questions about how visual adaptations influence 
and shape the genre's themes, characters, and 
narrative structures.

Morality and Ambiguity: Contemporary 
detective stories often embrace moral ambiguity, 
challenging traditional notions of right and 
wrong. This evolution reflects the complexity of 
modern ethical dilemmas and engages readers in 
discussions about justice.

Social Commentary: Detective stories have 
a history of engaging with social and political 
issues. Researchers can investigate how these 
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narratives serve as allegories for societal tensions, 
inequalities, and power dynamics.

Narrative Authority: Detectives often challenge 
authority figures and official narratives. Research 
can explore how these narratives mirror broader 
societal skepticism towards institutions and the 
pursuit of truth.

Reader Participation: In the digital age, detective 
stories are extending beyond traditional formats. 
Interactive fiction and alternate reality games invite 
readers to actively participate in solving mysteries, 
blurring the lines between fiction and reality.

Collaborative Authorship: Exploring the dynamics 
of collaborative authorship within the detective story 
genre can shed light on literary communities, artistic 
influences, and the exchange of ideas that shaped the 
genre's development.

Sensory Experience: The genre's rich descriptive 
elements engage readers' senses, creating an 
immersive experience. Research could explore 
how these sensory aspects contribute to reader 
engagement and understanding.

Social Media and Fandom: The rise of social 
media has facilitated vibrant detective story 
fandoms. Investigating online discussions, fan 
theories, and fan-generated content provides 
insights into the genre's contemporary impact and 
interpretation.

Postcolonial Perspectives: Research can examine 
how detective stories from former colonial regions 
confront the legacies of colonialism, reflecting on 
justice, identity, and cultural autonomy.

Environmental Justice: The genre's themes 
can extend beyond the human realm. Research 
could explore how detective stories engage with 
environmental issues, addressing crimes against 
nature and the intersection of justice and ecology.

The research into the development of the 
detective story genre as a cultural-historical 
perspective is a multidimensional exploration that 
offers insights into literature's profound impact on 
society and vice versa. As researchers continue 
to uncover the genre's multifaceted connections 
to psychology, gender, culture, technology, 
and more, they contribute to a more holistic 
understanding of how detective stories mirror 
and shape the ever-evolving human experience. 
This genre stands as a testament to the power of 
storytelling to bridge gaps between eras, cultures, 
and disciplines, inviting scholars and enthusiasts 
alike to unravel the mysteries of our collective 
narrative heritage.

By analyzing the detective story genre across 
different time periods, researchers can uncover 
how the narratives reflect the prevailing cultural 
norms, anxieties, and aspirations of their respective 

eras. These findings can offer a window into the 
collective mindset of societies across history.

The research reveals that detective stories 
function as cultural mirrors, reflecting the zeitgeist 
of each era. This finding underscores the genre's 
capacity to encapsulate societal concerns, values, 
and tensions, making it an invaluable source for 
understanding the collective consciousness of 
different periods.

Through the analysis of detective narratives, 
it becomes evident that the genre has not 
only mirrored but also contributed to societal 
transformations. From advocating for justice 
reforms to challenging prevailing norms, these 
narratives have played an active role in shaping 
cultural and ethical landscapes, uncovers a cross-
cultural universality in detective stories, showing 
that themes of mystery, justice, and human curiosity 
transcend geographical and cultural boundaries. 
This realization highlights the genre's potential to 
foster cross-cultural understanding.

The findings suggest that detective stories have 
significantly influenced public perceptions of 
crime, investigation, and justice. These narratives 
have contributed to shaping popular notions of the 
role of law enforcement and the pursuit of truth. 
The detective story genre has been a crucible for 
narrative experimentation. The genre's willingness 
to explore diverse storytelling techniques has 
enriched the literary landscape and influenced the 
evolution of storytelling.

Detective stories have contributed to empowering 
marginalized groups and shaping evolving gender 
identities. The genre's characters serve as symbols 
of empowerment and vehicles for challenging 
societal norms. 

Findings show that detective stories have 
not merely adapted to the digital age but have 
anticipated and echoed its challenges. This suggests 
that the genre's themes of truth, deception, and 
investigation resonate with contemporary concerns 
about online information and security. Detective 
stories maintain their relevance by constantly 
adapting to societal changes. The genre's enduring 
popularity underscores its ability to engage readers 
across generations while remaining a malleable 
vessel for cultural exploration.

The detective story's resilience as a genre that 
continues to evolve without losing its core identity. 
This resilience underscores the genre's capacity to 
navigate the complexities of cultural change while 
preserving its timeless appeal.

Conclusion. The exploration of the development 
of the detective story genre as a cultural-historical 
perspective unravels a rich tapestry of insights that 
transcend the boundaries of literature. From the 
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inception of the genre in the 19th century to its 
contemporary adaptations, this research journey 
unveils profound connections between fiction, 
society, and human consciousness. The genre's 
enduring popularity lies not merely in its ability 
to captivate readers, but in its power to mirror, 
shape, and respond to the cultural and historical 
currents of its time. As a cultural mirror, detective 
stories offer reflections of the fears, hopes, and 
moral dilemmas of societies across epochs. By 
analyzing the intricate narratives and probing 
characters, researchers gain unique access to the 
collective mindset of diverse eras, enhancing our 
understanding of the past and its influence on 
the present. The detective story genre emerges 
as a potent force in societal transformation, 
shedding light on its active role in shaping 
values and challenging norms. From gender 
dynamics to justice reform, these narratives have 
incited dialogues that transcend fictional realms, 
sparking changes that ripple into reality. Cross-
cultural universality emerges as a testament 
to the genre's power to transcend borders. 
Themes of mystery, justice, and human curiosity 
resonate universally, fostering connections 
that bind cultures, languages, and generations. 

The evolution of narrative techniques within 
the genre showcases its resilience as a literary 
powerhouse. By embracing experimentation and 
innovation, detective stories enrich the broader 
landscape of storytelling, becoming a crucible 
of narrative evolution. Yet, the genre's influence 
extends beyond literary analysis. It shapes 
public perceptions of crime and justice, guides 
investigations, and prompts ethical reflection. 
It navigates the digital age, grappling with 
technology's impact on society, while providing 
timeless moral quandaries that prompt readers 
to engage with complex ethical questions. In 
the end, the research journey into the detective 
story genre as a cultural-historical perspective 
does not just reveal the evolution of literature; it 
uncovers the evolution of society, thought, and 
human values. It reaffirms that storytelling is an 
intimate dance with culture, forging a timeless 
bond between writers, readers, and the ebb and 
flow of human experience. As scholars continue 
to unlock its mysteries, the genre's enduring 
allure remains an invitation to explore the 
intersection of imagination and reality, forever 
connecting the threads of literature to the fabric 
of our collective past, present, and future.
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СТАНОВЛЕННЯ ДЕТЕКТИВУ ЯК ЛІТЕРАТУРНОГО ЖАНРУ:  
КУЛЬТУРНО-ІСТОРИЧНИЙ РАКУРС

Тасмасис Ольга Олегівна
аспірантка кафедри світової літератури

Львівського національного університету імені Івана Франка
вул. Університетська, 1, Львів, Україна

Дослідження відкриває шляхи для глибших культурологічних досліджень, дозволяючи науковцям досліджувати, 
як детективні наративи взаємодіють із ширшими культурними дискурсами, формуючи та відображаючи суспільні 
норми та цінності. Отримані результати сприяють розумінню того, як еволюціонував жанр детективу разом 
із змінами в літературних техніках, структурах оповіді та темах. Ця перспектива підкреслює внесок жанру в 
еволюцію літератури. Дослідження пропонує новий погляд на динаміку статі та ідентичності, простежуючи 
еволюцію жіночих детективних персонажів та їхній вплив на сприйняття ролі жінки в літературі та суспільстві. 
Отримані висновки можуть стати основою для етичного дискурсу, спонукаючи до дискусій про моральні дилеми, 
представлені в детективних оповіданнях, і їхні наслідки для етичних міркувань реального світу. Міжкультурна 
універсальність, виявлена в дослідженні, запрошує перспективи, які досліджують глобальні зв’язки та діалоги, що 
сприяють жанру детективу, долаючи мовні та культурні бар’єри. Розгляд детективів як культурних артефактів 
дозволяє отримати перспективу, яка розглядає ці наративи як важливі компоненти культурної спадщини, 
зберігаючи  культурну пам’ять суспільств протягом історії. Результати та перспективи, які випливають із 
досліджень жанру детективу як культурно-історичного феномену, підкреслюють його багатогранний вплив на 
літературу, культуру та людське розуміння. Це дослідження збагачує різноманітні галузі дослідження, пропонуючи 
уявлення про історію, культурну динаміку, еволюцію літератури, етичні міркування та багато іншого. Жанр 
детективу постає як позачасова та динамічна призма, через яку ми можемо досліджувати складність людського 
досвіду в часі та просторі.

Ключові слова: детектив, жанр, класичний, розвиток, культура, історія.


